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A Natural History of Flinders Island 
Speaker: Carol Hall, FNCB President 


Where is that? This was a frequent question when I indicated that I was going away in 
March this year. There was some confusion with Flinders Chase on Kangaroo Island, 
and it was clear that few people had a mental map of Bass Strait, even though they 
were familiar with the name of King Island thanks to its well-known dairy produce. 


The map overleaf will solve the problem! Smack in the path of the Roaring Forties, 
Flinders Island is 1% hours' flying time from Essendon, and considerably less from 
Launceston. Well over a third of the island is of Devonian granite, and together with 
the many island groups to the north-west is a continuation of Wilson's Promontory. At 
times of low sea levels during the Ice Age, man and wildlife moved across the land 
bridge from mainland Australia to what is now Tasmania. Not all the creatures still to 
be found in Tasmania survive on the islands: when sea levels rose, many islands be- 
came too small to support them. 


Granite occurs in the north, central and south-west sections of the island, whilst the 
east is predominantly infertile sands. The flatter areas surrounding the granite in the 
western half today support beef cattle and merino sheep; the hilly central part is state 
forest, the south-west corner where Mt. Strzelecki reaches 756m is Strzelecki Nat: Pk, 
and the eastern sandy areas, with a number of lagoons, are covered in low scrub, pre- 
dominantly left as wildlife habitat and sanctuaries. 


The west coast consists of granite headlands with spectacular rock formations alternat- 
ing with bays with sandy beaches often strewn with Posidonia,( Strapweed), which 
accumulates after stormy weather. The east coast has long low dunes behind which 
are fresh and salty lagoons. Unlike King Island, there is no kelp. Rainfall is 600- 
800mm per year, less than King Island. Temperatures are mild in summer, with au- 
tumn and winter being wet and windy. 


VICTORIA gp 


The main settlements are Whitemark on 
the west coast, the administrative and 
commercial centre dating from 1908, and 


Lady Barron on the sheltered south coast 
inlet of Adelaide Bay where the fishing 
fleet is based and where the weekly sup- 
ply barge from Bridport, Tas. docks. 
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Flinders Island, together with its two 
large neighbours Cape Barren Island and 
Clarke Island, is part of the Furneaux 
Group of islands, named for Capt. Tobias 
Furneaux by Cook, who sent him to es- 
tablish whether a navigable channel ex- 
isted between Tasmania and the Austra- 
lian mainland. However gale force winds 
prevented him from sailing through and 
he thought the area was merely a deep 
bay of shoals. 


lange gm mm om  CTORIAN, BORDER. = 

"/ Redondo eWioncosuw-iogan. TASMANIAN BORDER 

©. tstand” __ 2 Group Group oy me 
Cree ke 


sy 
4% 


In 1797 the Sydney Cove was wrecked 
between Cape Barren and Clarke Islands; 
ofS,“ # | the cargo of rum was put ashore on what 
‘ ee a, ‘.. -¢| is now Rum Island while the crew sur- 
ee ee vived on nearby Preservation Island 

= . "| which had fresh water, wallabies, wom- 
bats and muttonbirds. Crew members 
sent to get help were in turn wrecked on 
Cape Howe and walked to Sydney, only 
3 members surviving the trip to fetch 
help. Among the rescuers sent to fetch 
the survivors and salvage the cargo was 
Flinders, who sailed right round Tasmania and also discovered the existence of seals. 
Over 60 ships were wrecked around these islands thanks to rips, fierce tides and cur- 
rents and lack of accurate charts. 


m_,_ TASMANIA 


In a decade the seals were almost exterminated and the sealers left except for a few 
who lived with Aboriginal women: their descendants were known as Straitsmen, and 
were moved in 1881 to a reserve on Cape Barren Island where their families continue 
to reside. 


In 1830 George Augustus Robinson, Protector of Aborigines, rounded up the last of 
the Tasmanian Aborigines and they were sent to Flinders Island, finally settling at 
Wybalenna on the west coast where they joined the military and some convicts. They 
were poorly looked after, lacking sufficient food, clothing and shelter and many died 
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tae - from starvation, malnutrition, and pneumo- 
ast VB nia. Eventually the remaining ones were 

— Shale sent to Oyster Bay near Hobart and Robin- 

SEE O47 _.. “> son took over the Port Phillip District. 


White settlement began in the 1880s with 
farming in the northern part of Flinders Is- 
land; livestock, wool, wallaby skins and muttonbirds were exported. Soldier settle- 
ment occurred in the 1950s with 33,000 ha. being cleared. The inevitable amalgama- 
tions have occurred, with some dwellings now holiday accommodation. 


Wybalenna Chapel, now restored. 


The Patriarch Wildlife Sanctuary offers the chance to see Cape Barren Geese up 
close, together with Bennett's Wallaby and Pademelons. It is thought there are 
15,000 Geese in the world; here with no foxes on the island they wander around the 
paddocks and fly only when moving between islands. Peacocks were introduced and 
freely move around! The trees surrounding our accommodation at Lady Barron were 
frequented by the endemic Green Rosellas, plenty of 
Grey Shrike-thrushes, and pardalotes, but I'm not 
sure which ones. Three Wedge-tailed Eagles flew 
over the farmland one day, and along the east coast 
Sooty and Pied Oystercatchers were seen with many 
Pacific Gulls and Pelicans. Soldier crabs roamed the 
shores of the estuaries. Lichens of many colour: 
coated the granite boulders; occasionally the dead # s 
body of a seal was washed up on the beach, while 4:27; 
tiny shells sometimes were found caught in the 
Strapweed. Several islands are designated Mutton- 
bird sanctuaries. 


The fishing industry includes crays, scallops and abalone farming; we had trumpeter 
for tea one night, a wonderful fish chowder another night. A local abattoir processes 
Bennett's wallaby - those steaks proved to be tenderer than kangaroo I have previ- 
ously tried! These wallabies occur in near pest proportions on the island. 


The Strzelecki peaks featured fern gullies and rainforest habitat at lower levels on 
the windward side, the vegetation becoming smaller with altitude. On the lee side 
tall Blue Gums lined a track we followed one day, and a tiger snake hurried away 
from under our feet. Paperbarks followed creeks and sheoaks grew on the sandy 
coastal zones. The central hills, known as the Darling Range, had been burnt by 
bushfires atthe same time as the NE Vic. bushfires in January and grasstrees were 
already sporting new growth. 


An interesting island—easy to spend a full week exploring. Slides were used to il- 
lustrate the talk and included plenty of maps and diagrams to familiarise viewers 
with the island's geography. 


Meeting Points 

e 38 members and visitors were welcomed. 

e Petition against development of land west of Darriwell Drive, Mt Helen 
available for signing. 

e Lake Burrumbeet Landscape Master Plan Report: Greg Binns reported 
that the master plan was well accepted at the recent public meeting. 
Concern was expressed about the effect of reduced flow in Burrumbeet 
Creek if treated waste water from the Ballarat North Sewage Treatment 
Plant is diverted. 

° Ballarat Observatory visit to view Mars: Carol Hall reported a good at- 
tendance of FNCB members at the Ballarat Observatory to listen to a 
lecture and view Mars during its close approach to Earth. 

° Syllabus 2004: Suggestions for guest speakers and excursions were 
sought from members. 

° Club Campout: Stuart Mill. Postponed until 26-28 September because 
rebuilding has been delayed. Please add name to list if you are going. 
Details in Ballarat Naturalist. 


e lan McCann, Australian Fungi Illustrated: People interested in purchas- 
ing book should add name to list. (Copies have arrived) 
° Land Swap for Creswick Golf Course Land: Department of Sustainabil- 


ity and Environment has advised that two blocks of land are being con- 
sidered. A block of Box-lronbark at Kara Kara which is degraded and a 
block at Carlisle River which has threatened and endangered species 
and adjoins Otway National Park. Members agreed that the Carlisle 
River block was suitable, despite it being further away from Creswick. 


Show and Tell. 

e Greg Binns: Case Moth larva in cocoon covering of sticks and seedpods 
of Silky Oak. Found in Silky Oak tree in northern NSW. 

e Greg Binns: Photographs of Organ Pipe formation in Basalt at Mt Kaputar 
National Park. 

e Margaret Rotheram: Articles from Geelong Advertiser. 


Field Reports 

e Del McDonnell: Pair of Swans with 7 cygnets at Lake Wendouree. Other 
members reported seeing these cygnets since 27'" August. 

e Pat Murphy: Pair of Brolgas on dam on Clunes-Campbelltown Rd. 

e Ken McDonnell: Purple Swamphen in Creswick garden. Flocks of 200+ 
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos flying over Creswick. Large numbers of 
cormorants (Great, Little Black and Little Pied) at St George's Lake. 

e Frank Harrap: Wood Duck nesting in hollow tree at Mt Helen have pro- 
duced 14 eggs but 2 shells have been found on the ground. 


e Belinda Taylor: 12cm Blue Tongue lizard found under iris rhizome at 
Haddon. 

e Carol Hall: at Clunes, Swift Parrots feeding on Golden Wattle, and Slaty 
Helmet Orchid blooming. 

e Helen Burgess: Little Raven walked backwards for 3 steps. 


Fires in the NSW High Country 


This is a summary of an article which appeared in The Victorian Naturalist 120(4), 
2003, pp153-155 written by Ken Green, National Parks and Wildlife Service, 
Jindabyne. 


On 8 January 2003, lightning in 30 minutes started 34 fires in the Snowy Mountains 
area of NSW. The fires spread quickly because 2002 had been one of the five hottest 
years ever recorded in Australia and a one-in-a-hundred-year drought. 


Concern has been expressed about the devastating effect of the fires on fauna and 
flora. The alpine flora was established in the area by about 10,000 years ago and has 
probably experienced one-in-a-hundred-year fires a hundred times in the past. The 
biota that exists in the area is well adapted and should recover from the recent fires. 


The dangers to recovery in 2003 are the recent depletion of endangered fauna and 
flora, weed invasion and feral animals. To counter these new threats park managers 
were quick to repair damage done by bulldozers during the fires and have stepped up 
measures to control weeds and destroy cats, foxes and wild dogs. Post-fire trapping 
in an area surveyed in 2002 showed that no expected mammal species were missing. 
The Southern Corroboree Frog was heading for extinction before the fires and seems 
to have fared poorly. 


The fires burnt in a mosaic. Alpine herbfields suffered little damage. The introduced 
species in grassland burned easily. Snowgrass, alpine daisies and pineapple grass 
retarded the fires. Burnt vegetation has recovered from seed and resprouting epicor- 
mic shoots and lignotubers. 


Snow has now buried the flora and protected it from frost; spring will be a real 
growth period. The author seems optimistic about the recovery of the alpine areas. 


John Gregurke. 


So You Think You Know Your Plant Taxonomy? 


With the increasing number of name changes to plants, you might like to read this 
paragraph from the introduction section of A Census of the Vascular Plants of Victoria 
by J.H. Ross & N.G. Walsh (7th Edition). 


"The advent of DNA sequencing has facilitated access to genetic codes that are 
providing insights into evolutionary relationships (phylogeny). Numerous studies have 
been, and are still being, conducted as part of a world-wide endeavour to understand 
the phylogeny of land plants. During the last decade the position of most angiosperms 
has been revealed in increasing detail. These numerous molecular studies have re- 
defined the relationships amongst many plant taxa and resulted in the classification 
systems used for flowering plants prior to the late 1970s becoming progressively out- 
dated. Many familiar families are now known to be unnatural groupings. Conse- 
quently the limits of some family limits have been re-circumscribed, some families 
have disappeared and been subsumed in others, and yet others have been fragmented 
and many of the genera dispersed among other families." 


Pat Murphy. 


Excursion 7/9/03; Ben Major State Forest 
Leader: John Gregurke 


A varied and well-researched programme had been prepared by secretary John and 
good conditions, with cool but fine weather enhanced by some spring sunshine, en- 
sured that the well-attended excursion revealed much of interest. 


The outward journey from Ballarat deviated through the low-lying country south of 
Mounts Misery and Ercildoun where recent rains had replenished the remaining wet- 
lands. Observations were made at several of these. Near Ercildoun a quandary arose as 
to whether an Ostrich sighted in a paddock should head the bird list! 


On the Piccaninny Swamps a number of Black Swans were observed and evidence of 
nesting with some nests occupied by sitting birds. A roadside dam provided close ob- 
servation of a flock of Grey Teal, Australasian Grebe, White-faced Heron and Masked 
Lapwing. 


At Whitestone Swamp a pair of Brolgas flew in and landed within our line of gaze, as 
did a Swamp Harrier in fine plumage. A large number of Swans were mostly grazing 
on the new grass around this wetland, but no evidence of nesting. Solitary male 
Shelducks were noted here (and at other places during the day) prompting the assump- 
tion that females were sitting nearby. Bittern Lagoon, after grazing and little recent 


6 


catchment, had not attracted any signifi- 
cant bird life to date. 


At a small swamp on the Trawalla- 
Waterloo Road close viewing of another 
pair of Brolgas and a small flock of 
Straw-necked Ibis was possible. A re- 
freshment stop was taken at the Water- 
loo Bushland Reserve—a nice stand of 
Yellow Box, Yellow Gum and Candle- 
bark trees adjacent to a waterhole. 


Two different 
kinds of sundew, 
The one on the left 
oR, has greenish hairs 
"RY on ifs leaves. The 


one on the Yght 
has bright red 


ones. 


The convoy next proceeded north to 
Grass Tree Track in the Ben Major State 
Forest. This area is characterised by 
stands of impressive, healthy Austral 
Grass Trees, obviously not affected by 
fire for many years. Recent rains had promoted growth in the understorey, a pleasing 
source for fieldwork under Long-leaf Box, Red Stringybark, Candlebark and Silver 
Wattle. Highlights included flowering Nodding, Dwarf and Tall Greenhoods, Slaty 
Helmet Orchid, Scented Sundew, Common Hovea, Showy Violet, Early Nancy and 
Creamy Candles. 


remains of insects "TR" 


Well-developed Tall and Climbing Sundews were amongst many other budding 
plants and shrubs. A bird list of thirteen species in this area included a pair of Scarlet 
Robins and an abundance of Fuscous Honeyeaters. The distinctive call of the Aus- 
tralian Raven was heard. 


After lunch the destination was the western section of the forest block, via Chute, on 
the Beaufort-Amphitheatre Road, to seek out the Ben Major Grevillea (G. floripen- 
dula). An extensive area of plants was found and explored. These were in various 
stages of development and some were in bud.. Common Heath was flowering here 
in white, pink and red forms. The bird 

Austral Grass Trees list included another pair of Scarlet 

Robins, Varied Sitella, Striated Par- 
dalote, Superb Fairy Wren, Yellow- 
faced Honeyeater, Eastern Spinebill 
and Buff-rumped Thornbill. It was 
noted that the breast colouring of the 
male Scarlet Robins observed during 
the day was remarkably orange-red 
rather than the trade-mark scarlet hue. 


On the homeward journey the final 
stop was at Musical Gully (west of 


Waterloo) to seek out and compare a listed variant to the Ben Major Grevillea. Speci- 
mens were found but it was agreed that the diagnosis on these was inconclusive! 


The excursion had proved to be an enjoyable and stimulating day; members participat- 
ing greatly appreciated John's leadership. 


Greg Binns. 


Postscript: 
Carol Hall visited the Trawalla-Waterloo brolga site the following day (Monday) and 
found a nest with one egg. She was able to take photos (with the 500mm end of a 
zoom lens) which she brought to 
the Tuesday evening meeting of 
BOCA where Claire Harding 
(from the Centre for Environ- 
mental Management, University of 
Ballarat) was to speak on her Hon- 
ours research project on brolgas 
completed in 2000. The informa- 
tion she imparted was the more 
fascinating for having seen the 
brolgas the previous day. 


Sra 


Did you know that: 

There are 600-650 brolgas in SW Victoria. 

Their lifespan is 40-70 years. 

They mate for life. 

Nesting behaviour is territorial—they will vigorously defend up to 200 ha. 

In summer brolgas congregate at flocking sites on permanent water where 

younger birds 3-4 years old will find mates. 

e They nest in shallow freshwater marshes, especially with Sweet Grass, Spike 
Rush; lay 1-2 eggs, with one usually surviving. 31 days incubation, fully 
fledged at 80-90 days. 
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Threats to nesting success: 

Foxes: parents move away to distract fox, chicks freeze, easy prey. 
Entangled in fencing. 

Crows. 

Powerlines. 

Flooding. 

Human disturbance. 

Declining fertility. 


Threats to wetland: 

° Afforestation e.g. blue gums ( in a dry 

year planters may not realise area is wet.) 

e Raised bed cropping . 

° Drainage/modification - 80% wet 
land gone since European settlement. 


° Overgrazing. 
e Drought e.g. last 4-5 years. 
e If wetland surrounded by gums, foxes 


can hide here; brolgas have to walk through 
them to reach forage. 


Editor. 


PPS. A further visit to the site on 12/9/03 saw the brolgas still there but no egg visi- 
ble; at the next visit on 21/9/03 no brolgas were present and no egg visible. By 
28/9/03 the old nest site had been taken over by a pair of swans. 


Constructing a Conservation Action Plan for the Australian 
Butterflies - some lessons for invertebrate conservation. 


Assoc. Professor Tim New, Dept. of Zoology, Latrobe University. 


On Friday September 12 Tim New presented a lecture at the University of Ballarat 
attended by John Gregurke and Carol Hall. The following is a summary. 


Invertebrate conservation is a much less prominent area of interest yet there are 
many more invertebrates than the well-known mammals etc. There is a lack of ac- 
knowledgement of their importance, yet they respond dramatically to subtle changes 
of environment, and provide information not available from other species. 


Australian situation - 

Large varied fauna. 

Taxon not settled. 

Few Lepidoptera professionals, many hobbyists. 
Much information is not published. 
Disincentives for non-professional study. 

Need to foster co-operative workshops. 


° Overview conservation status. 
Identify threatened habitats. 
Identify processes threatening the habitats. 
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Prepare a recovery outline. 

Protection. 

Management. 

Hold weekend workshops around all states including hobbyists and state dept. 
staff. 


NB "Rarity" is normal and does not necessarily mean a species is threatened so be- 
ware of diverting resources merely because of this. Distinguish between small popula- 
tion and declining population. The latter implies a threat - so alleviate it. 


° Species should be de-listed (i.e. no longer vulnerable, 
endangered etc) if new knowledge or taxonomic revi-, 
sion occurs, or if recovery is successful, so that scarce 
resources can be re-directed to more effective use. 
Danger of lists getter bigger and bigger. 


e Create a new category of Rehabilitated Taxon so that} 3 
they’re not forgotten as they would be if taken off list; Pn. 
monitoring can be maintained. ey SY. 


There's a lack of knowledge about invertebrate populations in! Screens Butterfly 
Nat. Pks. so difficult to evaluate status. QLD is now sponsor- 
ing surveys. 


There are very specific relationships between plants, caterpillars and ants which need 
to be understood. 


Conclusion: a national plan to co-ordinate surveys and information-sharing is re- 
quired. 


Public Information Forum on the Green Paper on Vic- 
toria's water future: Ballarat Lodge, 613 Main Road. 
2.30pm Mon 13 Oct. Paper online at www.dse.vic.gov. 
au. Environment Victoria's action plan http://www. 
envict.org.au/pdf/enviro_vic_low_res.pdf 


Ballarat Environment Forum: In conjunction with 
Environment Victoria the Ballarat and District Greens 
are facilitating a Ballarat Environment Forum to be held 
at Buninyong Town Hall on Saturday 18th October be- 
tween | - 4.30pm. Free admission. 
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Travelling Birds: the film is in Ballarat from October 9th. 


Australian Naturalists' Network campout: Perth 2004 
Pre-tour Wed 22 Sept—Sat 25 Sept. 
Core Program Sat 25 Sept—Mon 4 Oct. (rest day 29 Sept) 
Post tour Tues 5 Oct—Fri 8 Oct. 


Venue including accommodation for the core program is the Perth International Big 
4 Tourist Park, Forrestfield 6058. This park has cabins of various standards and 
campsites, plus group meeting facilities. Do your own booking. A brochure is avail- 
able from John Gregurke. 


Details of activities are not yet available but the organisers would like an early indi- 
cation of attendance for each segment by October 3 1st to plan further. 


Enquiries: Eddie and Joyce Dell, Phone 
Email 


The Victorian Nature Photography Group invites interested Field Naturalists to 
share accommodation booked at Kahane Ski Lodge at Perisher Valley, Kosciuszko 
National Park from Jan 10-24 2004. The Lodge is well-appointed with ensuited 
rooms (all beds are single). Pillows and blankets are provided; bring towels and 
bedlinen, bring and cook your own food. Shops are located in Jindabyne. 


Cost: $125 per week, children $50 (select preferred week i.e. 10-17 or 17-24). 
Annual National Park permit $80 per car. 


Completed application forms and payments to be in the hands of Rob Watkins, 
by 30th October. Receipts etc. will be mailed 
early November. 


More information from Greg Binns or Carol Hall. 


Mea culpa: 

My apologies to Tony Dyson for having a lapse of concentration in the last news- 
letter and calling him Alan by mistake; and Lyndsay meant the MacDonnell 
Ranges, not McDonald. 


Editor. 
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Calendar 


October 
Fri. 3 Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture: Damien Cook - Wetland Ecology 8pm 
Sun. 5 Moorabool Shire Roadside Reserves: Leader: Carol Hall. (Bus cancelled, use cars) 
Fri. 10 - Sun. 12 VFNCA Campout hosted by Portland FNC at Cape Bridgewater Camp. 
Sun. 19 Wildflower Walk at Mt. Beckworth. Meet FOMB at The Dam Ipm. 
Tues. 28 Committee Meeting @ Claire's, 7.30pm. 
November 
Fri. 7 Dr. Alan Ford: Sustainable Living. 
Sun. 9 Excursion to Linton: Peter Thompson's block and TFN block. 
Supper Duty: November: Genny Binns 
December: Volunteers required. 
Committee 
President 00.0.0... Mrs. Carol Hall 
Vice-President ... Mr. Greg Binns 
Secretary... Mr. John Gregurke 
TYeasurer.........cccccceseerees Mr. Bob Curtain 
Miss Helen Burgess........... Miss Fran Hanrahan.......... 
Miss Maureen Christie........ Mr. Les Hanrahan............ 
Mrs. Claire Dalman........... Mrs. Kay Preston............. 


Mrs. Carol Hall (Editor)..... 


Correspondence: PO. Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350. 


Email: Secretary: 
Editor: 


Website: www.ballarat.yourguide.com.au Click on Local Info. Search Environment. 


Meetings are held at the Ballarat Horticultural Centre, cnr. Gregory & Gillies Sts 
(VicRoads 254 F8) on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm. 


Excursions: Depart from Ballarat Market Place (formerly Creswick Plaza) Creswick 
Rd., Ballarat (VicRoads 255 M10) at 9.30 am unless otherwise specified. 


A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc. 
Incorporation # A0014919P 
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